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One Man Gets a Cream Check of $450 Every Month 
From Forty-five Cows. 








AKDALE, Stanislaus Co., Oct. 15, 1915. 

My Dear John: When I received your 

letter asking for information on differ- 
ent localities in California, I gathered 
up a bale or so of literature on each of 
them for shipment to you. Then I be- 
gan reading them and I decided I would 

add a little first hand information of 
my own on the Oakdale irrigation dis- 
trict and the City of Oakdale, for I was amazed 
at the surprising sameness of the information con- 
tained in the advertising booklets, which I am send- 
ing you under separate cover. 

I can’t blame these communities for going into 
eestasies over the climate, for we certainly have 
an unbeatable climate in California (and, of course, 
Oakdale has her share of the same), but you can’t 
live on climate even out here, any more than you can 
enjoy the heat, the cold, the snows and the other 
disagreeable features of your eastern climate. 

Nor can I deny or criticise the figures given in 
these booklets I am forwarding to you, as to the 
tremendous yields of creps, and remarkable profits 
made from California crops, only don’t jump to the 
conclusion that you can come here and do as well. 
We have examples in the Oakdale district of suc- 
cesses quite as remarkable, which, while showing 
what experience and industry has done, are hardly 
to be taken as a criterion of what anyone can do. 

But I am simply going to tell you just as briefly 
as I can something about the Oakdale Irrigation Dis- 
trict, and what we have here. Before you locate 
anywhere, whether it is this section or somewhere 
else, my advice to you is to come and see for your- 
self—do your own investigating before investing 
your money. 








Location 
Oakdale is located about a hundred miles due east 
of San Francisco, in Stanislaus County (the banner 
dairy county of the state), and thirty miles south- 
east of Stockton. It is the center of the Oakdale 
Irrigation District, in which are also the towns of 
Riverbank, Thalheim and Orange Blossom. 
Riverbank is a thriving little city of 1,200, six 
miles west of here. It is a junction point on the 
Santa Fe, with a rapidly growing population. 












Thalheim is five miles north, a German settlement, 
with good stores, good churches and schools, and 
the center of a thriving community. 

Orange Blossom, where are located some of the 
finest orange groves in the state, is ten miles east, 
the oldest and most prosperous section of the dis- 
trict, where now a town is building. 

The Oakdale Irrigation District includes 70,000 
acres of fine land, although probably not more than 
50,000 acres can be irrigated. Water is supplied 
from the Goodwin Dam, sixteen miles above the 
city on the Stanislaus river. 

We grow about everything in the Oakdale district 
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that can grow anywhere. This is an old wheat and 
barley country—one of the last in California to make 
way for the small farmer. We still grow a lot of 
grain here, and feed a lot of cattle, but the big 
fellow is rapidly being displaced by the man with 
ten or twenty or forty acres. 

Lately the farmers have been turning their atten- 
tion to dairying, and of course to alfalfa, and they 
are making a success of it, too. Almonds have 
also recently taken the attention of both newcomers 
and old-timers. Something like 1,500 acres of 
almonds were set out this year, and there will be a 
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Water for the District Com 


big increase next year. Lately an experiment was 
made with rice on a 200-acre plot near Paulsell, 
which produced something like forty sacks to the 
acre, I believe, worth $2.00 a sack. 

If you are interested in poultry, in hogs, in stock, 
in berries, in either deciduous or citrus fruits, you 
can find a location in the Oakdale section. This is 
a pretty big district, you know, and there is soil to 
be found for almost any sort of crop. 

Sincerely your friend, 
A. CONTENTED COMMUNITY. 


Our Markets 


Oakdale, October 18, 1915. 

My Dear John: Well, I am glad I interested you 
in the Oakdale district, for we certainly have as good 
a section here as you will find anywhere in Califor- 
nia. 

Of course, as you say, markets are something you 
want to learn about. It wouldn’t do you very much 
good to grow a carload of produce to the acre, if 
you weren’t in a position to sell it. But we are well 
located from a marketing standpoint. 

San Francisco and the bay cities, with a popula- 
tion of 1,000,000, only a hundred miles away, with 
almost half as many more in the northern part of 
the state, make a good many mouths to feed. And 
we are right at the gateway to the mountain coun- 



























try, which Bret Harte and Mark Twain made famous 
in their writings. The Sierra railway has-its termi- 
nal at Oakdale, and we have half a dozen auto stages 
making daily trips into this mining section. The 
Santa Fe and the Southern Pacific give us direct 
transcontinental connections, or will carry our pro- 
duce to Stockton, where there is transportation by 
boat to the sea. 


Schools and Churches 


All through this district you will find plenty of 
good schools and churches. Oakdale has long been 
famous as an educational center—in the early days 
children from a radius of fifty miles received their 
training here. Now we have a new and up-to-date 
Union High School, with an enrollment of 114, and 
a grammar school with an attendance of 314, 


A Factory Town 


Oakdale is really the factory town of Stanislaus 
county. We have here a big flour mill, the largest 
exclusive pea cannery in the west, and an up-to-date 
creamery, which has been doubling its output every 
few months since it was started, a year ago. So you 
see our town has a solid foundation. 

Trusting that I will see you soon, yours as ever, 


A. CONTENTED COMMUNITY. 









A Nice Place to Live 


Oakdale, October 25, 1915 
Dear John: Yours received. I realize just how 
you feel and I don’t blame you a bit for wanting to 
know something about a town before you bring your 
family out. Oakdale is much more fortunately situ- 
ated than many California towns, in that its citizen- 
ship is almost entirely American. There are, in fact, 
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not more than a dozen Orientals in the entire dis- 
trict: 

You'll find this a mighty nice place to live, if you 
decide to come to Oakdale. If you tire of country 
life, the city is but a few miles away. If you have 
an auto, you can get onto the state highway here 
at Oakdale and never leave a cement road until you 
hit Oakland. If you have a hankering for scenic 
beauty, the Yosemite Valley is only ninety miles 
away over the best road into the valley. Oakdale, 
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by the way, is the half-way point into the Yosemite, 
and is a favorite stopping place for touring parties 
which go into the famous scenic resort. 

Also, only a few miles away, you will find good 
bass and trout fishing, while salmon spearing is a 
favorite sport on the Stanislaus river, Orange Blos- 
som and at historic Knights Ferry. Or, if you don’t 
want to leave home in the summer time, the munici- 
pal swimming pool is an attractive lure in hot 
weather. 

Oakdale is a city of 1,800 population, with every 
modern convenience, municipally owned water plant 
sewers, electricity and gas. 

I suppose you are wondering why, with all these 
manifold attractions, we should still want people. 
I some times wonder at that myself. I might, per- 
haps, believe myself prejudiced were it not for the 
fact that dozens of people with whom I have talked, 
have found their way here, despite the fact that Oak- 
dale has not been advertised, and after a most 
searching investigation of the attractions of other 
sections have decided to locate here. 

There are, I have no doubt, many other districts 
which will compare favorably with the Oakdale dis- 
trict, but you have one uncommon advantage here: 
you step into what is practically an undeveloped 
country and have the opportunity to profit from the 
growth of the community, and the advancement in 
land values, which always keeps pace with it. The 
same quality of land which in a thickly settled sec- 
tion would cost you from $200 to $500 an acre, you 
can buy here for from $75 to $200 an acre (the latter 
near town), and you will be the one to profit from 
what the single taxers call ‘unearned increment.” 
There is ‘still plenty of the best agricultural land to 
be had here for about $100 an acre, if you will only 
take the trouble to hunt for it when you come out. 

But whether you decide to locate here or not, we 
would like to have you look over the irrigation dis- 
trict before you settle permanently, for I feel cer- 
tain that in common with thousands of other east- 
erners, California will ultimately be your home. 
Once you spend a year here, you won’t want to go 
back east. So pack your grip, bundle up the children 
and come along. We'll all be glad to see you, and 
you will find a real welcome in Oakdale. 

A. CONTENTED COMMUNITY. 
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Oakdale Js Really the Factory Town of Stanislaus County 


For Additional Information on the 
OAKDALE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
or any part thereof, address 
Secretary, Oakdale Club, Oakdale, California, 
City Clerk, Oakdale, California, 

Secretary, Oakdale Irrigation District, Oakdale, Cal. 
[Issued by the Oakdale C ‘lub ah the co-operation of 

the City of Oakdale and the Oakdale 

Irrigation District. 





